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1 HEE SGWHES 
COMMISSIONERS, 


their deſires concerning unitie 
in Religion, and uniformitie of 
C hurch-governmear, &c, 


S wee ſhall not make any pro- 
poſition about the laſt Article, » 
of cſtabliſhing a firme and hap- 
pic pcace, but that which wee 
conceive to bee both expedient 
and juſt ; So will your L*®. (we 
doubt not ) in your wiſedomes 
conſider; that ſince that which 
is ſought, is not a ccſſation of 

: Armes for a time, but pcace for 
er, and not peace onely, but a perfet amitic, anda more 

areunion then before , which 1is of greater conſequence, . 

imall the former Articles. It-is no maryecll that a compo. 

tion ſo excellent, and ſo powerfull, to preſerve the whole 
land in health againſt all iaward diſtempers,and in ſtrength 
gainſtall contagion and wounds from withour,require ma- 

[eingredients, of which, if any one be wanting , wee may 

both ſides pleaſe our ſelves forthe preſent, withthe ſweet 

2 name 


(- 4 
name of Peacc,and yet for no long time enjoy Peace it ſclfe, 


which hath in it not onely {ivegrnefe and pleaſure, but alſo 
much moce profit and true honour , then all the triumphes 
on carth. 

As wee accomptit no leflc then uſurpation and preſump- 
tionfor one Kingdome or Church, were itnever fo mighric 
and glorious,to givelaves and rulcs of reformation toano- 
ther free and independent Church and Kingdome , wereit 
never ſo meane: civill libettic and conſcience beeing fo ten: 
dcrand delicat, that they cannot endure to bce touched, but 
by ſuch as they arewedded unto,and have lawfull authoritie 
over them, ſo have wee not bcene ſo forgetfull of our {elves 
who are thelefſer, and of Enzlzd who is the greater King- 
dome ; as to ſuffer any ſuch arrogant and preſumptuors 
thoughts, tocntcr into our mindes. Our wayes alſoarewit 


. neſles of the contrare againſt the malicious, who doe notex 
-preſſe what* we arc, orhavebcene, but doe ſtill deviſe wha 
4 may bce fewcll fora common combuſtion ; Yet Charitic 
{ 'nopreſ{umprion;and the common ducty of Charitie bindet 

-all Chriſtians, ar all times, bothro pray, and profcſſe the 
: deſire: That 'all others were not onely almoſt , but altageth! 
j =D ſuch -as ' themſelves, - except their afflictions and aiſtreſſe 


Andbeſide common Charitic, weeare bound as Comm, 

ners, in a ſpeciall ductic ro proponethe beſt and readic 

meanes for ſetling of a firme Peace, as weelove not to bec 

rious in any other Common-wealth, norto play the Biſhc 

t in another mans-Dioccſe : So may wee nor bee careleſſea 
negligent in that which concerneth both Nations. | 
Wee doe all know and profeſſe that Religion is not 0n 


the meane to ſerve God, and to ſave ourowne ſoules, | 
| tl 


t-4. 4 
that it is alſo the baſe & foundation ofKingdomes, &Eſt ages. 
and the ſtrongeſt þand totye the SubjeRts to their Prince 1n 
true loyaltic,, and to knit the hearts of one to another in 
true unitie: Nothing ſo powerfull to divide the hearts of 
people as diviſion in Religion, nothing ſo ſtrong tounie 
them as unitie in Religion: And the greater zcale indifferent 
Religions, the greater diviſton, But the more zcale in one 
Religion, the more firmeunion. In the paradiſe of nature 
the diverſitic of flowers , and herbes is pleaſant and ufefull, 
but in the paradiſe of the Church ,:different and contrarie 
Religions arc unpleaſant and hurtfull : Jr is therefore to bee 
wiſhed, that there were one confeſfion of Faith, one forme 
of Catechiſme,one directory for gllthe parts of the publick 
worſhip of God ,as Praycr , Preaching , adminiſtration of 
Sicraments, &c. And one forme of Church-governmentr in 
i1l the Churches of his Majeſties dominions. This woull. 
x. Beacceptable toGod Almightic , who Celighreth to 
ke his people walking in truth and unitie , and- who would 
looke upon this Yland withthegreater complacencie that 
wee were all of one heaxt and one ſoule in matters of Reli- 
lon. 
: 2. This unitiein Religionwill, preſerve our Peace, and - 
prevent many diviſions and troubles. Of old ( as Beds re- 
cordeth ) the difference about the time of obſerving Eaſer, 
{though no great matterin-Religion,and although in divers 
mdependent Kingdomes , had troubled their peace, if the 
wiſer ſort had not brought them to oneuniformitic , whete- 
inthey were ſo zealous, that they would not ſuffer ſo much 
asone ſmall Y land, which d iftcredfrom the ret to bee un- 
nc. . - | 


3. His 
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5.. His Majeſtic andhis Succeſſours in their government 
ſhall be eaſed of much more trouble which ariſeth from dif. 
terences of Religion, and hath beene very grievous unto 
Kings and Emperours; As F«ſebires witnelleth in his third 
booke chap. 12. of thelife of Conflantine, Sedition begotten 
in the Church of God ( ſaith Conftantine ) ſeeme to mee to con- 
raine in it ſelfe more tronble', and tvitterneſſe, then warre or 
battell, | 

4, Since by divine providence, his Majeſtic is King of di- 
vers Kingdomes : Ir ſhall be much content bothro himſelfe, 
to his Nobles and Court, andto all his people: When his 
Majeſtic ſhall in perſon vifite any of his Kingdomecs, that 
King, Courr, and people, may without all ſcruple of con- 
ſcience, bee partakers of one and the ſame forme of divine 
worſhip , and his Majeſtic withthe,Court may come tothe 
publick Aſſemblic of the people, and ferve God with them 
according tothe practiſe of the good Kings of 14dah:As on 
the other part; difference in formes of divine worſhip divi- 
deth betwcene the King and the people. 

5,- This ſhall beea great comfort to all his Majeſtics Sub- 
jects, when they travell abroad from their oyzne Countrey, 
to any other placeitrhis [Majeſties-domiiiions , whither for 
commerce ,/ or xvhitfocver negotiation and effaires: Thar 
. they may with conftdence refort to the publicke worſhip, 
as ifrhey wereat home, and in their owne paroch Church, 
and ſhall ſatisfie many doubts, and remove many, except 
ons, jealoufies, and fcandals, which arife upon reforting to 
difterent formes of worſhip. ' wk 

6. The names of Hrwrefics, and Sets, Puritanes , 
Conformiſts, Separatiſts , which rent the bowels _— - 

AUurCN 


Church and Kingdome, are a matter of much ſtumbling to 
the people, and diminiſh the glorie of his Majeſties reigne , 
; ſhallno more be hcard,bur as the Lord is one, his Name ſhall 
bee one , and the name of the people one, inall his Majeſties 
dominions., | | 
7, Pariſts and Recuſants ſhall diſpaire of ſucceſſe, to 
have their Religion ſect up againe, and thall cither conforme 
themſelves, or get themſelves hence, and irrcligious .men 
tall have a great ſcandall removed out of thair way , which 
ſhall bee a mcane of great ſaftic and ſecuritie, and of many 
blefſings both to King and people: Iam per!iwaded ( faith 
Conſtantine ) as Euſebins recordeth inhis life lib. 2. cap, 63. 
IFere I able as it is tn my deſires,to bind all the true worſhippers of 
- God, by the common bond of concord, all the Subjeits of my Empire 
c would quickly turne themſelves totheir pious ordinances. 
e $. This unitie of Religion ſhall make Miniſters to 
N build the Church_with both their hands, whiles.now the 
n one hand js holden out in. oppoſitjon;againſt the 'Qther par- 
i» Þ tic andſhall turne the many and unpleaſant-Jabours of writ- 
ting and reading ofunprofitable controverſics into treatiſes 
2- I otmortification, and ſtudies of devotion; and practicall di- 
» —_—_ 1; STE! ; 
or I This uvicie of Religion is-a thing ſo defircable;, tha all 
ar I found Divines and Politicians are for ir, where it may bee 
p, I £ifily obtained and brought about, and as wee conceive fo 
h,, J£ tous and proficable a work,to be worthje the beſt conſide- 
ti, Wations: Soare wecarneſt in recommending it to your Lo. 
to that itrmay be-brought befarc his Majeſtie , andthe Patlia-, 
 Jaett, astharwhich doth highly conccrne his Majeſties bh 5- 
es, FEirandthewell of all his dominions, And which with- | 
=; 
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out forcing of conſciences, ſeemeth not only to be poſſible, 
but an caſte work .' But becauſe the matteris of great weight , 
| and of largeextent , Our defire is, thar forthe prefent ſome 
p courſe may betaken for anuniformirie in-government, | 
t.. Becauierhere canbe ſmall hope of unitic in Religion 
( which is the chicfe bond of Peace and humane ſocietic ) 
unlefle there be firſt one: forme of Eccleliaſticall govern. 
menr, | | 
2. Becauſe difference in this point hath beene the maine 
cauſe of all other differences berweene the two Nations, 
fince the reformation of Religion. 
3+. Becauſe( although ir ought not to be ſo ) we findeir 
truein experience, that Church-men through their corrup- 
tion are more hotte and greater Zelotes about government, 
then abour matters more ſubſtantial , their worldly digni- 
| ries and wealth being herein concerned: As Eraſmus render- 
[P eth this reaſon of the animoſiry of the Church of Rome a- 
eainſt Zuther, ſeeking after Reformation , that hee. medlerh 
( with the Popes crowne, and the Monkes bellies. 
ky 4. It is obſerved by Politicians, and we have found it in 
4 experience, that Church-men doe not onely beare with dif- 
fercnt Religions,and ſuffer diviſion both in Church and Poe 
licie to riſe and grow , bubdoe alſo foment-and cheriſh the 
's. contrarie factions, that they themſelves may grow biggeand& 
{ſwellto a greatneſfle, while both (ides have their dependance 
4 upon them;and hath their thoughts buſied about other mat- 
f ters , then about Church-government , and the ambition, 
F pompe, and other corruptions of Charch governours, 
; 5. Noneofall the reformed Churches, although in Na- 
8 tions farre diftant one from another, and under diverſe prin- 
CCS, ang 
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( 92 } 
ces, and Magiſtrates are at ſogreat a difference in Church- 
| government, as theſe ewo Kingdomes which are in one 
© & Yland, and under one Monarch, which made King [ze 
I ( of happiememorie) to labour to bring them under one 
forme of government. 


n 
©) | Purſiace all chequeſtionis, hither of the two Church- 
n. || governments ſhall have place in both Nations/for we know 
nothird forme of the government ofa nationall Church di- 
ne Þ| ftantfrom theſe.) we doe nor preſume roproponethe forme 
's || ofgovernment ofthe Church of Scotlend,as a paterne ofthe 
' Þ Church of Z»z/azd, but doc only repreſent in all modeſtic 
- ip | eheſe few conſiderations, according to the truſt committed 
_ HE untous, | Mid LOR 
- 1, The government of the Church of Seorlend,is the fame 
nl withthe government of all the reformed Churches, andtharh 


beene by rhem univerſally received and pradtifed , with rhe 
reformation of the dotrine and wotſhip, from which ſo far 
lect I Be depart: We disjoyne our ſtlyes as farrefrom-them,and 
weloſſe ſo much of our harmonic with them': Whence it is: 

that from other reformed Charches , it hath be2newrirt 
dif. © tothe Church of Scorland, That it was a Sexe gife of God, 
po. ff thathey had broiight together into Srorlend , the puritie of 
Religion, amd' Diſcipline, whereby the dofrine is ſafe'y;, 
keeped, praying and beſeeching them , fo to keept thoſe two 
together, as becing aſſured, that ifthe one fall, the other can 
tor long ftand. Vpon the ether part, the government of the 
= Church of Znglord, was not changed with the doctrine at 
timeof the reformation: The Pope was rejeRed, but his 
enrchie was retained, which hath beene a ground of jea- 
louſcand ſuſpition to the reformed Charches,of continuall 
i hs contentions 


9 3 : 
contention in the Church of Zzz/and theſe foure-ſcore 
years paſt,fince the beginaing of QucenEl;zabeth her reigne; 
and of hopes;and expectation tothechurch of Rome, for {aith . 
CoulFen in his politicks,l. 2.c. 18. Were all England brought 
once to approve of Biſhops , it were eafie to. reduce itto the 
church"of Rome. But what one Prince hath begun, and by 
reaſon ofthe times, or of other hinderances could not pro. 
mote or perfe& , an other raiſed up by the mercie of God, 
may bring to paſſe, accqrding tothe example of good loſih, 
like unto whom there was no King before, which we hearti. 

ly wiſh may bee verificd of King Chales. 

2. The Church of Scotland hath becene continually" and 
ſundrie wayes vexed,and diſquicted by the Biſhops af Ene- 
land. Firſt , by the continuall and reſtleſſe negotiation-of 
theprime Prelates in England, with ſome of thar, faction in 
Scotland, both beforethecomming of King 1ames into Eng- 
land ( which we are ready to make manifeſt ), and fince his 
comming, till at laſt a kind of Epiſcopacie was erected there 
by the power of the Prelates of England, againſt the confel; 
lion of Faith, the Covenant , and actes of the, nationall al- 
ſemblics ofthe Church of Scozland. Secondly, the Prelates 
of England,without the conſent or knowledge of ghe church 
of Scotland, gave: Epiſcopall conſecratian;to ſome corrupt 
members of the-Church of Scotland, and ſentthem-hometo 
conſecrat others like unto themſelves.. And when ſome 
great men have bcenefor their obſtinacic in papiſtric excom- 
municat by the Church of Scorlaud, they have beenabſolvedi 
from. the ſentence by the Prelates of England: Sathattheil 
have uſurped the power of that which indeed is the highel 
pointof juriſdiction. Thirdly, they reſted not here, but 

* proccede( 
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proceeded to change the forme of divine worſhip, and for 

many yeares bred a great diſturbance both to Paſtours and 
«people, by five Articles of conformitie with the Church 
of England, Fourthly, having inthe former prevailed, and 
finding their opportunitie, and a rare concurle of many po- 
werfull hands, and heads , readie to cooperate, they made 
ſtrong afſaulrs upoa the whole externall worſhip and do- 
&rine of our Church,by inforcing upon us a popiſh book of 
common prayer, for making Scotland firſt as the weaker,and 
thereafter Zng/and conforme to Rome: And upon the con- 
ſciences, liberties , and goods of the people, by abooke of 
canonsand conſtitutions Eccleſiaſl icall, cſtabliſhinga tyran- 
nicall power in the perſons of our Prelats, and aboliſhing the 
whole Difcipline and government of our Church , withour 
ſomuch as conſulting with any Presbyteric, Synod, or Aſ- 
ſembly inall the land, Fifthly, They procured ſubſidies ta 
be lifted for warre againſt us, under the paine of deprivation 
to all ofihe Clergic who ſhould refuſe. Sixthly, They com- 
manded both preaching and imprecations againſt us, as enc- 
mics to God andthe King. Scventhly , they have received 
intothe miggſteric,and provided place for ſuch of our Mini- 
Rers,as fagtheir diſobedienceto the voice of the Aſſemblie, 
and other faults and ſcandals, weredepoſed in Scotland. And 
finally they have lcft nothing undone which might tend to 
theoverthrow of our Church, not onely of late by the oc- 
calion of theſe troubles, whereof they have beene the : u- 


thors.But of old, from that oppoſition which is between E- 
opal government, 8& government of reformed churches 


y Alſemblics. Vpon the contrare. The Church of Scot- 


J «#4 hath never molcſted them, citherin the doctrine , wor- 


B 2 ſhip, 


CIS 
ſhip,ceremonies,or diſcipline oftheir chu rch,bur havelived 
quierly by them, kept themſelves within the 1yne,and would 
have been glad to enjoy their owne liberties in peace, which 
yet is , and by the helpe of God ſhall be our conſtanr deſire, 
yet can we not conceal our minds, but in our confciences, &, 
before God,declare not fr6 any faffineſſe,or preſamptuous 
intention to reforme Exzland,bur fro our juſt fears 8 appre. 
henfions , that our refarmarion that hath coſt us ſo deare; 
And is all our wealth and glory,ſhall againe be fpoiled, and 
defaced from England? That whatſoever peace ſhall ber 
agrced upon , we cannot fee, nor conceivethe way how our 
peace ſhall bee firme and durable , but our feare is , rhat all 
will runne into a confuſionagaineercit be long, if Epiſcops. 
cie ſhall be retained in Enzland , for the ſame-caufes will not 
faile to produce the ſameetfeRs: Their oppolition againſt, 
and hatred of the government of the reformed Churches; 
Theircreditar Court, and nearnefle to the King living in 
Enzland,thc opimten they have of their owne great learning, 
and ofthe glory of their prelaticall church, joyncd withthe 
fmall cſteem & difdaine of onr Chriſtian ſimplicity,thecov 
ſinguimric of their Hierarchie, with the churchast Rome,and 
their feare to fall before us,ar laft will ſtill be wotling,eſpe- 
cially now when they are made operative, and ſhall be ſer on 
work atthe firſt advantage, by their vindictive diſpoſition, 
ro beavenged upon us forthe preſeatquarrell, which can ne 
ver be changed by atry limitarions. As on the contrarie,the 
cauſe being raken away , the cff-&s will ceaſe, and the peact 
ſhall be firme. Ir would ſeeme that limitations, canrions, 
andrriennall Parliaments may-doc much:But we knowth& 
feare of perjury, infamic,cxcommunication, and the po 
0 ( 
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ofanationall Aſſembly, which was in Seorlaxd as terrible to 
a Biſhop, as a Parliament, could not kcep our men fr6 riſing 
to be Prelates, and after they had riſento their greatneſſe, 
their apologie was, Conditiones ille pro tempore magis quo con» 
temioſis rixandi anſa preriperetus quan animo in perpetuum 
obſervands accepte, Theſe other cautions or conditions 
were rather accepted of, for the time, to prevent all occafi- 
on of jangling with the contentious , then out of any pur- 
poſe to obſerve them forever. Mach is ſpoken and wricten 
of the limitation of Biſhops ; But what good can the limi- 
tation doe to the Church? if ordinationand Epiſcopall ju- 
riſdition ſhall depend uponthem; and ſhall not be abſolate- 
wy into the hands ofthe Aſſemblies ofthe Church? And if it 
fhallnot depend upon them , what ſhafl their office beabove 
other Paſtours ? Or how ſhall their labours be worthy ſo 
large wages © What ſervicecanthey doe to King , Church, 
orEſtate ® Rowe and Spaine nay be glad at the retainjag of 
the name of Biſhops , more then the reformed Churches, 
which expeR from usar thisrime ſome matter of rejoycing. 

3, The reformed Churches doe hold without doubring, 
their Church ofticcers, Paſtors, Doors, Elders, & Deacons, 
andtheir Church-government by Afſcmblies to be jure 4iwi- g 
mand perpetuall , as is manifeſt in all their wrictings : And 
onthe other part, Epiſcopacie as it differeth from the office 
ofaPaſtor,is almoſt univerſally acknowledged,even by the 
Biſhops themſelves and their adherents,to be but an humane 
ordinance,cſtabliſhed by law and cuſtome for conveniencie, 
without warrand of Scripture, which therefore by humane 
authority may be altered and abolifhcd, upon ſo greata con. 
Yeicncie, and is the hearty conjundtion, withall the refor. 


med : 
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med Churches, and a dutable pzace of thetwo Kingdomes, 
which have beene formerly divided by this partition wall: 

Wee therefore deſire that Ius divinum & humanum , Con- 
{ſcience and conveniencie, yea, the greater conveniencie with 
the leſſer, and we may adde aconveryencic with a inconveni- 
encie , may bee compared and equally weighed in the bal. 
lance without adding any weight of prejudice, 

- 4, The Church of Scotland warranced by authority, hath 
abjured Epiſcopall government, as having no warrand in 
Scripture; and by folzmae oath and covenant before, and 
now againe of lace, hath eſtabliſh-d the government in rhe 
Church by Aſlemblies: But England neither having abjured 
the one, nor {worne the other, hath liberty from all bonds 
of this kinde , to make choyſe of that which is moſt war. 
rantable by the word of God, And leaſt it be thought, we 
have wilfully bund our ſelves of late by oath, that webe 
not greſſed witha change, We deſire it to be conſidered, 
that our late oath is nothing, but the renovation of our for- 
mer oath and covenant, which did bind our Church before, 
but was tran{greſt of many by meanes of the Prelates. 

5+ If it ſhall pleaſethe Lord, to move the Kings heart to 
choiſe this courſe, hee ſhall ina better way , then was pro- 
jeted, accomplith the great and glorious deligne, which 
King 7ames had beforc his eyes,all his time of the unitie of 
Religion and Church government in all his dominions , his 


. Crownes and Kingdomes ſhall be free of all aſſaults and po- 
li-ies of church-men, which whither in the way of Ecclel- 


aſticalljuriſdictionand Church cenſure ; Or by complying 
with the Pope, the grearcſt enemic of Monarchie ; Orby 
bringiag of civill government into a confuſton z Or by tak 
ing 


(IF; )\ 
ing thefatte of the ſacrifice ro.themfelves : When the people - 
arepleaſed wirh the government,and when they arc diſplea- 
ſd by transferring the hatred upon authority , which was- - 
never wontto be done by any good States-man ; Which all 
theſe wayes have proceeded fromBiſhops,ſecking their own 
orcatnefſe:Never from Aſſemblies, which unleſle overruled 
by Biſhops , have beenea ſtrong guard to Monarchie, and 
Magiſtracic, both the one and the other being the ordinance 
of God : The Church ſhall be peaceably governedby com- 
mon conſent of Church-men in Aſſemblies; In which the 
Kings Majeſty hath alwayes that eminency which is due un- 
tothe ſupreame Magiſtrar,and by which all hereſics,errors, 
ſchiſmes, before abounding under Epiſcopall government, 
ſhall be ſuppreſſed, -and the State, andall civil matters in 
Parliament , Councell, and other inferiour Judicatorics, 
governed by civill men, and not by Church-men, who be. 
ing out? of their owne clement, muſt needs ſtirre and make 
trouble to themſelves, andthe whole State, as wofull expe- 
rience hath taughr. The worke ſhall bee better done, and 
the meanes Which did uphold their unprofitable pompeand 
greatncfſe, may ſupply the wants of many preaching mem- 
bersto be provided to places , and withoutthe ſmalleſt loſſe 
or damnage tothe Subject , may be a great increaſe of his 
Majcſties revenues, his royall Authority ſhall be more deep- 
ly rooted inthe unite hearts', and more ſtrongly guarded 
by the joiat forces of his Subjects , as if they were all of one 
Kingdome, and his greatneſle ſhall be enlarged abroad; by 
becomming the Head of all the Proteſtants in Europe, to the 
greater terrour of his enemies, and the forcing of :greatnefſe 
this Poſterity and royall Succeſſion. . All which we en- 
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treat, may bee repreſents to his Majeſtic , and'the Hou, 
of Parliament , as the expreſſion of our deſires, 'afd fear 
and as a teſtimonic ef our:Vaichfulneſſe: in acquiting. a 
ſelves .in.rhe truſt. commirtredunts us: But no wayes fa 
getting-our diſtance , or intending to pafle our bouad 
- 1 ONE. or: ſcrring downe rules to their Wiſedom 
and Authoritie, which we doe-highly reverence and ho 
nour, and from which onely-as the proper faunraine, tf 
Layes and order of reformation, in-this Church and Þt 
licie; muſt proceed, for the. nearer. union and greater ha 
pineſſe of 'his Majeſties Dominipns.: 1! 
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